Phragmites spp. Control   2003 – 2006
Door Co. – Wisconsin DNR

Bundle/cut treatment (mid-August)
1. Using pre-cut strands of binder twine, tie up multiple stems

2. Cut stems over the twine with hedge shears

3. apply herbicide to cut stems

· First tried Rodeo (aquatic use Glyphosate) 1:1 with water 
· Topkilled treated stems, but clone persisted at reduced level

· Habitat (Imazapyr) 6 oz/gallon water
· Superior results compared to Rodeo
Advantages

· Minimal equipment needed 

· Only the herbicide applicator needs to have certification

· Almost no herbicide drift/overspray – safe for applicators, reduce ‘collateral damage’ to desirable spp.

· Easy to track what has/has not been treated, and track results the  following season
· Possible to treat any height of stems – some taller clones cannot be safely treated with backpack spraying

· Effective – minimal retreatment needed

· Results can be seen in the same growing season – although the true results are not apparent until following growing season

Disadvantages
· Only possible with relatively small clones, OR with larger clones – 

more personnel are needed
· Can only treat dense clones, not individual stems

· Slow – going 
Backpack spraying

1. Foliar application of Habitat herbicide 
1.25% Habitat + crop oil + dye

· First tried mid-summer application 

(June 27-29, 2005) – effective, but not 100%
· Late summer/early fall application (Oct 4, 5 2005) – very close to 100% effective on all sites treated
Advantages

· Ideal for sparsely distributed stems

· Much quicker than bundling/treating

· Effective – minimal retreatment needed

Disadvantages

· Equipment cost – 3 gal backpack costs ~ $100
· Overspray – impacts on desirable vegetation, exposure to applicator
· Once dye has faded, treated areas look identical to non-treated

· Slow activity of chemical – effects are not apparent until following year

· If treating a large clone, a source of clean water to refill
· Tall clones are difficult to treat
Contacts:

Ryan J. Magana  ryan.magana@wi.gov
(608) 273-5943

Rick Schulte (Herbicide sales)
(608) 770-4041

Invasive Plant Association of Wisconsin (IPAW)

http://www.ipaw.org (website – links to listserv)
