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Multiflora Rose



Online Resources - multiflora rose control

• “Multiflora Rose Control”
– OSU Extension Bulletin 857

• “Long-term Strategies to Control Multiflora Rose”
– Univ. of Wisconsin

• “Multiflora Rose and its Control”
– Iowa State Univ.

• “Control of Autumn Olive, Multiflora Rose, and Tartarian
Honeysuckle”
– West Virginia Univ./NRCS

• “Multiflora Rose Management in Grass Pastures”
– Penn State Univ.

• “Multiflora Rose Control”
– Purdue Univ.







Multiflora rose - application methods

• Foliar
• Dormant stem
• Basal bark

– Complete coverage vs thin-line
• Soil

– Broadcast (pellets)
– Spot concentrate

• Cut stump



Factors in selection of application method

• Site
– Pasture, ditchbank, noncrop, fencerow

• Topography
– Sloping vs level
– Accessible with equipment?

• Plant size, population density
• Cost
• Seasonal labor availability
• Risk of water contamination?
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Multiflora rose control

• Foliar spray – after full leafout
– Glyphosate and metsulfuron most effective – May

to September
– Grazon P+D, Overdrive
– Dicamba, Crossbow – apply in May

• Basal bark – winter
– Crossbow, dicamba, SuperBrush Killer
– Treat lower 18 to 24 inches of plant
– Treat both sides
– Apply late December to early April



Multiflora rose control

• Soil applications – spot concentrate
– Dicamba, Escort
– Spot applicator required - $50?
– Apply to soil within 6 to 8 inches of plant crown
– Apply after soil temps below 40 and before spring

leafout

• Soil applications - pellets
– Spike 20P
– Apply in winter
– Will kill desirable vegetation



Multiflora rose control with herbicides

• Dormant stem application
– Late-winter or early spring

• Cut stump applications
– Picloram - Tordon RTU, Remedy RTU, Pathfinder
– Picloram + 2,4-D - Pathway, Tordon 101















Purdue University - 1992 - Foliar treatments

Herbicide (rate) % control - 1 year

Crossbow (1.5% v/v) 95
Dicamba (1.5% v/v) 99
Glyphosate (1% v/v) 100
Metsulfuron (1 oz/100 gal) 100
SuperBrushKiller (1.2% v/v) 96
2,4-D LV ester (3% v/v) 96



Purdue University - 1992

% control - 1 year
Basal bark (in kerosene)

Crossbow (4% v/v) 100
Garlon (4% v/v) 100
SuperbrushKiller (5% v/v) 95

Soil treatment
dicamba (spot conc - 1 oz/shrub) 98
Spike (0.25 oz/22 sq ft) 95

Cut Stump
Tordon RTU 100
Weedone 170 94



Annual maintenance

• Need follow-up to even most effective treatments
– Control regrowth of treated plants
– Reinfestation by seedlings

• Pulling plants or mowing the year after application will
improve control
– Facilitates grass establishment
– Seedlings evident



Univ of Wisconsin - 1987-1991

Herbicide (rate) % control - end of summer
1 yr 3 yr 5 yr

Soil
Dicamba 88 83 75
Spike 99 100 94

Soil fb foliar
Dicamba fb dicamba/2,4-D 85 100 100
Spike soil fb dicamba/2,4-D 100 100 90



Univ of Wisconsin - 1987-1991

Herbicide (rate) % control - end of summer
1 yr 3 yr 5 yr

Foliar
Dicamba/2,4-D 95 100 88
Crossbow 88 100 97
Glyphosate 82 99 90
Foliar fb soil
dicamba/2,4-D fb dicamba 96 95 95
dicamba/2,4-D fb Spike 95 96 98
Crossbow fb dicamba 90 77 90
Crossbow fb Spike 92 94 95



Univ of Wisconsin - 1987-1991

Herbicide (rate) % plants remaining
1 yr 3 yr 5 yr

Soil
Dicamba 74 114 26
Spike 6 3 3

Soil fb foliar
Dicamba fb dicamba/2,4-D 35 1 9
Spike soil fb dicamba/2,4-D 9 6 6



Univ of Wisconsin - 1987-1991

Herbicide (rate) % plants remaining
1 yr 3 yr 5 yr

Foliar
Dicamba/2,4-D 53 31 0
Crossbow 48 5 7
Glyphosate 42 8 3
Foliar fb soil
dicamba/2,4-D fb dicamba 36 9 12
dicamba/2,4-D fb Spike 77 0 4
Crossbow fb dicamba 171 77 5
Crossbow fb Spike 77 0 4



Univ of Wisconsin - 1987-1991

Herbicide (rate) Cost ($/A)
1 yr 3 yr 5 yr Total

Soil
Dicamba 14 7 7 54
Spike 10 1 1 13

Soil fb foliar
Dicamba fb dicamba/2,4-D 14 0.20 0 15
Spike soil fb dicamba/2,4-D 10 0.1 0.2 10



Univ of Wisconsin - 1987-1991

Herbicide (rate) Cost ($/A)
1 yr 3 yr 5 yr Total

Foliar
Dicamba/2,4-D 2 1 0.50 5
Crossbow 4 1 1 8
Glyphosate 4 0.60 0.30 7
Foliar fb soil
dicamba/2,4-D fb dicamba 2 4 1 14
dicamba/2,4-D fb Spike 2 2 1 12
Crossbow fb dicamba 4 16 8 62
Crossbow fb Spike 4 2 0.5 23



Univ of Wisconsin - conclusions

• Cost based on plants spaced every 10 feet
• Foliar applications most economical

– 5-yr total - $6 to 8/A
• Soil treatment

– Dicamba - 5-yr total - $36
– Spike - 5-yr total - $15

• To eradicate, annual treatments for three years
– Followed by alternate year treatments until seed

bank depleted




